The intention is to draw attention to a reaction with benzidine (para-diamino-diphenol) given by a clay known as bentonite.
536
THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE [Sept., 1941 The benzidine test detects blood in traces corresponding to a dilution of 1 in 300,000 (McNally, 1939 (Lloyd, 1935) . The basis of the reaction is the oxidation of the benzidine by oxygen liberated from the peroxide by a peroxidase present in haemoglobin or its derivatives.
That fruits and vegetable juices, particularly the potato juice, also provide the oxidase for the oxidation of the benzidine is known. That the plant juice contains auto-oxidizable substances of a phenolic nature which are capable of combining directly with atmospheric oxygen to form organic peroxides from which oxygen is readily transferred to an oxidizable substance by a peroxidase present in the same juice, is also known (Parsons, 1933) .
The clay bentonite has also been found to react with benzidine. It reacts like the plant juice containing the auto-oxidizable substances and also like the potato juice. The 
